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  A leap towards empowerment:
We wrote this script for ourselves as actors: Young actors without names longing 
for roles we could be proud of. Female actors wishing for characters defined by 
more than their looks. Ambitious actors making work as opposed to waiting for 
it. And talented actors, carrying a film to  festivals if given the chance. This film 
is a piece designed to showcase our energy, femininity, ambition, and talent to 
audiences around the world: we are taking our careers into our own hands.

What?
  A Short Film about Identity: 
Rachel and Hazel, return to a cheap hotel room, giddy from a night of 
drinking in the “gothic-art- deco-fairytale-esque” streets of Prague. But the 
euphoria of the winter nightlife shatters as the two sisters talk.

  Awaiting Debut:
The Disenchantment is fully completed and making the film festival rounds before 
premiering in early 2018.



Why?                                                   I actually was in Prague on the night of December 29th, 2013. I actually did go with my sister. I actually was really 
                                                      drunk. And I do have problems (more than I will discuss here) with my family. As for the embarrassing singing...     
                                                     I’ll never tell.
                                                     Giving voice to my embarrassing traits, impending graduaton, a set of dying relatives, and an uncertain future, I 
                                                     sat down and wrote the first draft of ‘The Disenchantment...’ , fusing my experiences of the real December 29th 
                                                                with a fictional confrontation of those inner monsters.
                                                                                                                                                                           ...I made my monsters into girls.
                                                           Two girls: Rachel and Hazel. In confronting each other, they confront the questions:
                           ‘Who are we?’
                           and ‘How do we become that way?’
              It is this ‘becoming’ that transfixes me—you are not what you were and not what you will be yet; like metamorphosing Lepidoptera: 
neither caterpillar nor butterfly. That’s where this story takes place, in the chrysalis, on the verge of emerging with a new identity...
               ...an identity you don’t get to choose. Identity—like beauty—is in the eye of the beholder, not the manipulator, and in grappling with 
this disparity, Rachel and Hazel, Shannon and I, and the audience, undergo a disenchantment. This Disenchantment dispels millenial and 
female cinematic stereotypes: yes, Rachel and Hazel can be selfish twentysomethings but they call each other out on it; and Shannon and I 
defy sexist Hollywood ‘types’ by fleshing out those molds until they shatter.
             As far as having two female leads, that’s just not what this is about. This is not a film about ‘being female,’ it does not revolve around 
men, nor does it revolve around ‘not-revolving-around’ men. Rachel and Hazel are two compelling characters that just happen to be women. 
That’s it. 
              And most importantly, they grapple with growing up:
Does growing up mean surrendering my spontaneity? My dreams? Should or shouldn’t I be an artist? Would that be selfish? How do I be-
come good? Forgiveness? Can I live with myself if I forgive people who hurt me? If I don’t does that define me? Who I am? What decides that, 
anyway? My family? Expectations? Love? Or... can I choose?
                   I can’t answer those questions. I won’t pretend to. The Disenchantment of a Young Adult and a Wild Child is a film about asking. My 
goal is simply: To ask.
                   To make a film for anyone who has had a difficult family relationship. 
                   For anyone who has stood on the verge of a huge change.
                   For anyone who has grown up.                                                     
                                                                              ...And for anyone who won’t. Hannah Roze



Who?
Rachel
Producer, Asst. Writer 
A graduate of New York Universi-
ty’s Tisch School of the Arts with a 
double major in Drama and History. 
Short films in which she has ap-
peared have won the IndieWorks’ 
Audience Choice Award, Best Film 
at the Seoul International Extreme 
Short Image & Film Festival, IndieF-
est’s Award of Merit, and have been 
featured in festivals such as Cannes, 
the Female Eye Film Festival, and 
WorldFest Houston. A production of 
Red Light Winter she starred in won 
awards at the International Theatre 
Schools Festival in Warsaw, Poland 
in 2015. She is a meticulous planner 
(usually colorcoded), and avid read-
er and runner. She lives in Brooklyn.

Hazel
Co-Director, Writer

A graduate of New York
University’s Tisch School of the Arts

with a major in Drama and a minor in 
Art History. Short films in which she 

has appeared have been featured 
at the New Hampshire Film Festival, 

the Big Apple Film Fest, and Another 
Hole in The Head Film Fest. “Haunted”, 

the directorial debut of Katie Ennis 
(editor, “The Americans”) in which 

Hannah was featured won Best Short 
Drama at the SNOB (Somewhat North 

of Boston) Film Festival in 2015. She 
made her Off-Broadway debut as 

Marie in “The Final Days of Vincent 
Van Gogh.” Hannah is cu rently the 

Membership Coordinator of The Film 
Fatales, and was Party Coordinator for 

the College Group at the Metropoli-
tan Museum of Art. She reads tarot, is 
certified in the use of eight weapons 
by the Society of American Fight Di-

rectors, and also lives in Brooklyn.

Shannon Spangler

Hannah Roze



:

    “Unconditional love...”     “...Is bullshit.”

    “...Wait.”

  “This isn’t a fairy story. there are no good guys and 
bad guys, just live people and dead people.”

FROM THE SCRIPT

character descriptions
    RACHEL: (27) is on her way to becoming an elite lawyer. Loyal, so-
phisticated, organized, and materialistic. The responsible one, armed 
with a color-coded planner. Her mother taught her the latin names for 
every species of butterfly.                                                The Young Adult.

    hazel: (23) fancies herself a rebel, artist, and photographer. 
Stubborn, wide-eyed, effervescent with an edge. A Peter Pan complex 
in studded combat boots and glitter. She inherited her father’s love of 
Elton John and Star Wars.                                                      The wild child.

Quotes
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CAST CREW
Director of Photography Valentina Caniglia
Editor Joanna Naugle
Production Designer Madeline Wall
Assistant Director Chloe Jury-Fogel
Script Supervisor Lee Ann Hoover
Sound Designer Hayley Wagner
Sound Mixer Kat Jirles
Camera Monika Kolodziej, Brittney Briggs
G&E Maria Cabra, Katelyn Rebelo, Andi Obarski, Kristin Murphy 
Makeup Amanda Forsyth
Stunt Coordinator Alicia Rodis
VFX Jenny Liu
Still Photography Alex Schaefer

ProducTION

Hazel Hannah Roze
Rachel Shannon Spangler

Director Caryn Waechter
Producer Nora Unkel

                  and Devin Shepherd
Executive Producer Leah Meyerhoff


